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Greetings camera crusaders ! 

“What’s in a name ?” was how I opened the June newsletter and do the same this 
month. The name this time is SYZYGY -  which is the term for “…the straight-line 
configuration of three celestial bodies in a gravitational system…” and of course 
refers to our recent sightings of the full moon syzygy (coincident with the blue 
moon and super moon). The relevance is that many of us tried to photograph this 
phenomenon and indeed, there are currently many images orbiting the earth as it 
were.  Of course, celestial body photography lies close to our CCC hearts - our 
recent astro photography shoot/symposium is discussed further along in this 
newsletter. 

Another word that could be of interest is SKEUOMORPH, which is “… a derivative 
object that retains ornamental design cues (attributes) from structures that are 
inherent to the original…” the relevance for us is that this is the name for the 
useless camera sound on mobile phones. 

Both of the featured words are products of creative minds and creative spirits. 
With regards to the Creative Camera Club, concern has been expressed that we 
are not living up to our name and it is a committee decision that creativity will be 
re-emphasised and encouraged. An article on the subject appears further down.  

This is a bumper issue newsletter – hope you enjoy it ! 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2018 

The Creative Camera Club is a small, interactive community of seriously 
enthusiastic and committed photographers. We meet monthly and in order 
to raise the standard of our photography, we share our work and have it 
independently judged. We aim to develop our interests, vision, imagination 
and camera skills - thereby making our photographs outstanding and 
memorable, while also improving the level of creative excellence. 
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Details of the past month’s activities: 

Cederberg symposium 

More than 20 people attended our Cederberg symposium on the weekend of 13 to 
15 July, at the Nuwerust Rest Camp. Suffice it to say that those who could not 
make it, really missed something ! This was a truly memorable weekend – and thanks 
and congratulations must go to Suzanne, Sandra and Jane. During the run up, it 
looked as if the outing was doomed to failure, but Suzanne and Sandra persevered 
and pulled it through. 

The road to Nuwerust was characterised by beautiful scenery, glimpses of snow on 
the higher peaks and even a vehicle problem or two. 

 

 

 

 

 

The overall subject of the outing was Astro Photography. Kyle Goetsch and Stephen 
Coetsee were our presenter/trainers and they did a great job in lecturing, 
preparing, guiding and hand holding. Their patience and helpful demeanour were 
exemplary.    

On Friday evening, after a quick sunset shoot, Kyle gave an introductory 
presentation on Astro Photography discussed camera settings. He highlighted the 
need for (a) settings to be made prior to going out in the field, and (b) knowing your 
camera. Without a very good understanding of these factors, this field of 
photography can be a tough task. Think of the challenges: it is dark, you cannot see 
your camera’s controls, it is difficult to see what you are shooting, how do you focus 
?, what settings do you use ?, how do you shoot a panoramic sequence ? 

Another compelling factor is that equipment is critical – your tripod, your lense, 
your camera. These must all be fit for task and you literally need to know how to 

 

Your Ed being put to work 
while some stay dry and some 

take photo’s      
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operate them in the dark. To top all of this, trying to work with gloved hands is 
quite interesting. Our trainers’ presentation and patient hands-on assistance were 
invaluable. 

 

The “500 rule” says that by dividing the focal length of your lense by 500, an 
optimum exposure time is calculated. This is further refined by taking full 
frame/crop factor into account. While not a precise science, this exercise yields 
an exposure time intended to reduce the chance of getting star trails i.e. a long 
exposure (and we are talking 20 to 30 secs) has the inherent risk of recording star 
movement. It is worth acquiring a cheat sheet with various permutations rather 
than trying to do this when you are half asleep, half blind and partially frozen. ISO 
settings of up to 3200 were suggested and f1.8 if equipment allowed. One of the 
biggest challenges was the manual focus – “focus on Mars” being easier said than 
done. The case for setting up your camera beforehand is clearly made.  

Soon we were all out in the field – looking like affluent hobo’s, variously clad in a 
blinding display of coats, beanies, scarves, gloves and head-torches. Once deployed 
in an open area, cries were heard “I can’t see”, “where are you?”, “Kyle, can you help 
me ?” and of course “switch that &*%^$&^ light off !”. 

In spite of the obstacles, many of us had gratifying results - and certainly learned 
a thing or two. …..Oh, and God bless the inventor of the articulated screen on the 
back of the camera !! 

The next morning saw some of us up bright and early for a sunrise shoot. Again, 
patience assistance from our trainers kept us from damaging ourselves, each other 
and our equipment - while facilitating some half-decent images. 

Wimbledon and the World Cup stood no chance and after lunch, Stephan had 
everyone focussed on his presentation on Landscape Photography and the use of 
filters. After that, it was out to capture the sunset and to borrow Stephan’s 
filters. For those who had not hit the sack, a second session of Astro took place 
and techniques were refined. 

The Sunday morning exodus took place and everyone, some suffering from lack of 
sleep, headed home. It was wonderful experience, lots to learn and some relaxed 
social interactions. The Cederberg area is spectacular well worth a visit !    
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Winning images: 

Our judge for the July 2nd meeting was Neville Lockhart. As always, very 
interesting comments and scoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Creative category: Jane Bursey – stormy (score 24) 

 Creative category: Douglas Young – early evening surfer (score 24) 
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Creative category: Dirk Jonker – a stranger approaches (score 24) 

 

Creative category: Chris Kinross – wooden bridge (score 24) 



6 
Creative Camera Club 

www.creativecameraclub.co.za 
Facebook – Creative Camera Club 

 
The Creative Camera Club is affiliated to the Photographic Society of South Africa 

 

 

 

 

Open category: Chris Wiid – blessing (score 24) 

Shoot category: Dirk Jonker – old lady (score 24) 
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Thumbnails i.e. all images submitted: 
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Individual scores – April: 

Andre Diener 3 Star Down By The River 22 Gold Creative 
Anthony van Zyl 3 Star Rock Of Ages 23 Gold Creative 
Barbara Hudson 1 Star Gentle Flow 21 Gold Creative 
Chris Kinross 3 Star Wooden Bridge 24 Gold Creative 
Christal Schuttler 2 Star Water Front 22 Gold Creative 
Chris Wiid 2 Star Untitled 21 Gold Creative 
Dirk Jonker 2 Star A Stranger Approaches 24 Gold Creative 
Douglas Young 3 Star Early Evening Surfer 24 Gold Creative 
Elizabeth Cook 3 Star Big Firefly 22 Gold Creative 
Jane Bursey 3 Star Stormy 24 Gold Creative 
Kenneth Dunbar-Curran 2 Star Smooth Waterfall 20 Gold Creative 
Michele-Ann Nel 3 Star City Ghosts 23 Gold Creative 
Moragh Dann 1 Star Herolds Bay 23 Gold Creative 
Paul Nuttall 3 Star Roll Of The Dice 23 Gold Creative 
Robert McCracken 2 Star Green Light Mount Nelson 23 Gold Creative 
Sandra Cattich 2 Star Dusk 23 Gold Creative 
Theo Potgieter 3 Star Tranquility 23 Gold Creative 
Andre Diener 3 Star Seaside Eland 22 Gold Open 
Anthony van Zyl 3 Star Rock Pool Serenity 21 Silver Open 
Barbara Hudson 1 Star Starry Night 21 Gold Open 
Chris Kinross 3 Star Desert Elephants 23 Gold Open 
Christal Schuttler 2 Star Sunset Paddlers 22 Gold Open 
Chris Wiid 2 Star Blessing 24 Gold Open 
Dirk Jonker 2 Star Sunset On Signal Hill 23 Gold Open 
Douglas Young 3 Star Busker 22 Gold Open 
Elizabeth Cook 3 Star Lady With Pearl Earings Aka Vanmeer 22 Gold Open 
Jane Bursey 3 Star Rust Lizards 21 Silver Open 
Kenneth Dunbar-Curran 2 Star Rusty Chain 21 Gold Open 
Michele Hendry 3 Star Brandberg Namibia 22 Gold Open 
Michele-Ann Nel 3 Star Beauty And The Beast 22 Gold Open 
Moragh Dann 1 Star Time To Reflect 21 Gold Open 
Paul Nuttall 3 Star Golden Shower 22 Gold Open 
Robert McCracken 2 Star Look Into My Eyes 21 Gold Open 
Sandra Cattich 2 Star Meeting The Sun 22 Gold Open 
Theo Potgieter 3 Star Breakfast 22 Gold Open 
Christal Schuttler 2 Star Rust And Chrome 21 Gold shoot 
Chris Wiid 2 Star 4rd 22 Gold shoot 
Dirk Jonker 2 Star Old Lady 24 Gold shoot 
Douglas Young 3 Star The Glass Survived 20 Silver shoot 
Elizabeth Cook 3 Star The Crock 23 Gold shoot 
Jane Bursey 3 Star Lined Up 22 Gold shoot 
Kenneth Dunbar-Curran 2 Star I Can Dream 22 Gold shoot 
Robert McCracken 2 Star Rusting Chrome 22 Gold shoot 
Sandra Cattich 2 Star Haunted Drive In 22 Gold shoot 
Theo Potgieter 3 Star No Lux Left 23 Gold shoot 
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Members’ Position Report (Jan to July 2018): 

Display Name Star 
Entry 
Count 

Tot 
Mark 

Ave 
Mark 

Tot 
Point 

Andre Diener 3 Star 17 385 23 47 
Christal Schuttler 2 Star 18 375 21 46 
Robert McCracken 2 Star 18 376 21 45 
Theo Potgieter 3 Star 16 357 22 44 
Elizabeth Cook 3 Star 17 363 21 42 
Dirk Jonker 2 Star 17 360 21 42 
Sandra Cattich 2 Star 18 370 21 41 
Suzanne Hayano 2 Star 14 316 23 39 
Michele-Ann Nel 3 Star 16 358 22 38 
Kenneth Dunbar-Curran 2 Star 16 322 20 38 
Jane Bursey 3 Star 15 331 22 37 
Paul Nuttall 3 Star 16 349 22 34 
Chris Wiid 2 Star 12 268 22 34 
Douglas Young 3 Star 15 319 21 32 
Anthony van Zyl 3 Star 13 299 23 32 
Anthony Aldum 2 Star 11 239 22 30 
Chris Kinross 3 Star 12 266 22 26 
Barbara Hudson 1 Star 8 167 21 23 
Michele Hendry 3 Star 9 202 22 21 
Theresa Aldum 1 Star 10 196 20 21 
Gerrit Opperman 3 Star 8 174 22 18 
Marge Vermaak 2 Star 7 139 20 15 
Lesley Morse 3 Star 5 110 22 13 
Claude Felbert 3 Star 5 107 21 12 
Andrew Mcfarlane 2 Star 3 66 22 8 
Ian Hart 1 Star 3 59 20 7 
Paul Samuel 1 Star 2 53 26 7 
Alfonso Hartzenberg 1 Star 2 45 22 6 
Moragh Dann 1 Star 2 44 22 6 
Wendy Taylor 2 Star 2 43 22 5 
Clive Conlon 1 Star 2 39 20 4 
Irvine Eidelman 1 Star 1 25 25 3 
Lennon Fletcher 3 Star 1 22 22 2 
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To C or not to C ?: 

Editor’s title, but the thought-provoking article was written by Chris Kinross 

 

Does adherence to overly technical standards constrain Creativity? 

I was informed by one of our members attending the JAP judging course, that Dale 
Yudleman addressed them at the last meeting.  Dale is an internationally celebrated 
Social Commentary Photographer.  It was him who asked the JAP candidates the 
title question:  Does adherence to overly technical standards constrain 
creativity? 

It puzzled me why Dale would ask that question?  He appears to be suggesting that 
there could be a conflict between technical standards and creativity.  This is 
something that I have heard time and time again - yet I suggest that a creative 
photograph materialises from the synergetic relationship between creative talent 
and technical excellence. 

We are the Creative Camera Club.  It may be a good idea that we all have a well-
defined and unified understanding of what the word “CREATIVE” means?  Then, 
flowing from that enquiry, I will endeavour to answer the question in the title. 
 

Please note that this article reflects my personal views.  I welcome any 
comment and debate from other members.  For the sake of correctness, 

where I use “he” please read “he/she”. 
 
 
Let’s begin with a bit of semantics.   
 
Create: (verb) 

 to make or bring into existence something new – (produce) 
 More specifically - to evolve from one's own thought or imagination, as a 

work of art or an invention. 

Creative: (adjective) 
 producing or using original and unusual ideas: 
 resulting from originality of thought, expression, etc.; imaginative: 

Like most words in in the English language the meaning of the word “creative” 
requires context.   For example, we are NOT discussing creative thinking e.g. ways 
to solve problems, implement solutions, develop strategies, etc.  The definitions 
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that I have chosen, I feel, are appropriate to the word “Creative” as it is used in 
the title of our club, “Creative Camera Club”.   We ARE talking about Creative 
Photography.  This is our context. 
 
What is a Creative Photograph? 
 
Photography is part of the Creative Arts.  Over the ages, creative art has been 
defined in different ways by many prominent philosophers and artists.  No one 
seems to have come up with the “definitive definition”.  Indeed, the definitions 
tend to evolve with the times.  Clive Bell, a 19th century English art critic who helped 
popularise the art of the Post-Impressionists in Great Britain, offered this 
definition: “What quality is shared by all objects that provoke our aesthetic 
emotions?  Only one answer seems possible — significant form.  In each, lines and 
colours combined in a particular way, certain forms and relations of forms, stir our 
aesthetic emotions.  These relations and combinations of lines and colours, these 
aesthetically moving forms, I call ‘Significant Form’; and ‘Significant Form’ is the 
one quality common to all works of visual art.” 
 
I like this definition because it speaks about the impact on our “aesthetic 
emotions”.  I would like to broaden Clive Bell’s definition and include the impact on 
all or any of our emotions.  Joy, contempt, disgust, anxiety, anger, surprise, 
anticipation, excitement, etc, etc.  It’s what we call the WOW-Factor.   
 
From the definition it should be clear, therefore, that just as emotions are 
personal and subjective, so is creative art.   
 
In the context of our club I think this is a helpful definition of creative 
photography: 

A creative photograph is a photograph that has been produced with an 
element of originality stemming from the imagination of the 

photographer. 
 
The definition implies that creative photography is a two-step process.   
Imagine          Produce.  As simple as that sounds, both elements can be 
extremely complex. 
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IMAGINE.  This may be described as the creative element.  Without a 
creative intention can the photograph be called art?  You can’t throw some 

paint splatter on a piece of paper and call it art.  There are those that do, but in 
my humble opinion they are pretentious hypocrites.  What landed on the paper was 
not the result of the artist’s imagination, but the result of randomness.  However 
appealing it may fortuitously be, the result cannot be called art.    
 
This suggests that creativity is pre-meditated.  Creativity is the ability to pre-
imagine the end result. 
   
Is creativity a talent or a skill?  Is it inherited or acquired?   
 
Creativity is not necessarily the domain of a few talented people born with a special 
gift.  Some people may be born with a predisposition to be more creative than 
others, just as others may be more athletic.  However, unlike our physical body 
(which may be limited by its inherited muscular-skeletal constraints) the brain is 
highly capable of adapting and developing its cerebral capacity.  So, while a person 
may not be born with obvious natural creative talent, creativity can be cultivated 
and developed by committed learning and practice.  Imagination is the faculty or 
action of forming new ideas, images or concepts, of external objects not present 
to the senses.  I suggest that Creativity can be learnt and developed.  Indeed, some 
of the greatest photographs are the result of creative talent combined with 
commitment, fortitude, willpower and determination. 
 

PRODUCE.  This is the technical element.   The creative idea must be 
brought into existence!   

The digital photographic pipeline is a highly technical pipeline.  It starts with the 
capturing of light on a sensor in your camera and ends with post-processing for an 
end purpose.  It is possible to do much of the pipeline work automatically.  However, 
the creative photographer has the option to control each step, from capture to 
post-processing, CREATIVELY.  To do this he uses photographic craft.  I feel 
strongly that many creative people shun the “tedious” effort required to learn 
Photographic Craft.  In doing so they limit the scope of their creativity.  I am 
inclined to write a great deal on this element, but will contain my inclinations and 
simply add a few appropriate notes. 
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 Photographic Craft is the combination of technical tools, learning and skill - 
to use the camera equipment skilfully and creatively and to post-process 
creatively.   

 A creditable photograph is shaped using Photographic Craft. 
 Without craft the creative idea can never materialise. 
 Technical skill is the instrument of creativity, not its limitation. 

To answer myself on why Dale would ask that question, I tried to find out something 
about Dale Yudleman - the person.  I have never met him, so I turned to the 
internet.  Any conclusions I draw are purely my own presumptions. 

One of his well-known projects is “Reality Bytes”.  This is his preface to the 
collection. 

 

If Dale wrote this preface I think this already reveals something of his character. 

When I read this preface, I confess with some humility that couldn’t figure out 
what on earth he is talking about!  Can you? 

“Collective still.”  “Fictive truths.”  “Authentic ethics and precepts required by 
photographic naturalism.”  They words are certainly very “imaginative”, but the 
phrases are gobbledygook to me.   
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The thesaurus in Microsoft Word was also stumped, so I set out to educate myself 
with the help of a dictionary and my friend, Google.   

I have been unable to resolve “COLLECTIVE STILL.”  That remains a mystery…  
Can someone help me? 

FICTIVE TRUTH.  “FICTIVE” is an adjective that simply means “created by the 
imagination”.  That figures… Our imagination is extremely capable of creating 
believable MYTHS.   However, “TRUTH” is that which is “true or in accordance with 
fact or reality”.  Which makes the phrase “fictive truths” an oxymoron?  (A figure 
of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear in conjunction.) 

PHOTOGRAPHIC NATURALISM.  With thanks to photographer, Mike Johnson, 
whom I quote: “What I like is naturalism, which the AHED defines bluntly as 
"factual or realistic representation."  What makes something "naturalistic" in my 
view is the directness of its connection to life or truth or reality—not simply exact 
depiction, and certainly not "perfectness." 

The point of this investigation is to get a sense of Dale Yudlelman and his 
“fantastical phraseology”.   

Judging by the language he uses, Dale is a clearly an artist!   His words may well be 
symbolic.  He leaves the reader to his own interpretation.  It appears that creative 
talent lives in a world which we ordinary mortals don’t fully comprehend - a world 
of imagination.   A world where rules and constraints are shunned and rejected.  
Artists want to be free to create.   

So, maybe it is not surprising that Dale, the creative artist, should ask the question; 
Does adherence to overly technical standards constrain creativity?  Adherence. 
Technical. Standards.  These words are all ANTI-CREATIVE. 

….OR ARE THEY? 

As we have seen, creative art is all about personal appeal.  Our judgement is a 
personal and subjective opinion.  These opinions may also be short-lived, ephemeral.  
The opinion environment is constantly evolving.  Opinions may be influenced by 
fashion and peer pressure and your own life experience.  If the work is well 
promoted by market forces, it will gain popularity.  Whether we like to admit it or 
not, we all act like sheep and follow the trends.  In your own experience, has your 
opinion of your own collection not changed over time?  Sadly, an artist is often only 
recognised as “great” when he is widely and publicly acknowledged and that is often 
posthumously! 
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But I have also argued that a creative idea requires technology to be brought into 
existence. 

It is therefore crucial for the technical aspects of the photograph to be judged 
discerningly.  Not all photographs are equal.  Some photos are not intended to be 
creative.  For example, a technical photograph for a sales catalogue has a 
completely different intention from a landscape.  An out-of-focus photograph may 
be intentionally so.  These photographs cannot be judged using the same criteria. 

We see therefore that adherence to technical standards is only a 
problem if the judge does not interpret or recognise the photographer’s 

creative intention. 

This places an onerous responsibility on our judges!  How are they to know? 

Let’s take a look at one of Dale Yudleman’s photos. 
 

 

We know that Dale’s photographic work is Social Commentary.  This knowledge 
provides us with the context.  The photo above is from Dale’s “Reality Bytes” 
project and speaks strongly about the South African world we live in.  As South 
Africans we immediately relate to the message because we understand the 
context.  The little dog and the alarm sign add perspicuity and lucidity.  Dale has a 
keen eye for using an image to get across a social message.  However, this photo is 
not likely to win any prizes and may not even do well at a club judging.   That doesn’t 
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say it hasn’t got great intrinsic value.  But in Social Commentary, the value is not 
so much about the photo as about the message.  To get that message across clearly 
Dale has also used the appropriate Photographic Craft.  Social Commentary is in its 
own photographic category and as such appropriate judging criteria should be used 
to value its merit. 

It would not be appropriate to enter Dale’s photo in the Open Category.  It would 
be entered in the Creative Category and judged accordingly. 

So, we recognise that judging a photograph must have context, and we recognise 
that whatever the judge’s opinion, it is only that – his personal and subjective 
opinion.   

What we expect from our judges is a qualified opinion, based on sound 
principles and a great depth of knowledge, which we can learn from. 

How do we provide context when entering a photo for judging?   

Entering a photo in the Creative Category automatically gives context.  The judge 
will use the creative subject as his context.   

How do you give context to your photo in the Open Category?   A TITLE.  Beware; 
a poorly conceived title can be worse than no title!  Some photos are best presented 
without a title because they speak for themselves.  My advice is, unless you can 
conceive a title that will add value to your photo, it may be best to leave it to the 
judge’s discretion. 

Experienced judges will generally agree on the technical aspects of a photo.  That 
is because they are dealing with the more objective element.  But ask yourself this 
question; Can a technically poor photograph produce the WOW-factor?   Without 
a solid knowledge and proficiency in camera craft, taking a creditable photograph 
is simply pot luck.  It’s like paint splatter.  It cannot be CREATIVE. 

Does adherence to overly technical standards constrain creativity?   
What is your conclusion?   
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Some creative photographs. 
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Notices and News: 

 Body of Work – don’t forget !: 

You should all have seen an email of 07 July that gave details. 

 Submission of images for monthly topics. If Anthony has not confirmed 
receipt, please query. Submissions to images@creativecameraclub.co.za  
 

 Please go onto our Facebook page and our Website – Michelle and Sandra are 
doing a great job ! 

In the next newsletter: 

Held over: 

 A brief discussion on what constitutes Wildlife Photography 
 Re-sizing of images 
 Equipment survey. 

If a willing expert can be found – Technique of the month 

….the last word (the editor always has it): 

Food for thought in this newsletter ! Thanks Chris Kinross. 
 
Ed’s opinion is that creativity cannot be taught. The gift of “pre-imagining” is not 
with us all. The other question is about the role of the image’s title ? remember we 
started that debate in the previous issue. There was talk about title-less 
submissions…….. 
 
The truth is that often, we get caught up in the quest for points and judges’ 
approval – and so doing move further away from that very thing that attracted us 
to photography in the first place ! 
 
Happy, creative shooting everyone ! Until next month. 

 

Cheers 

Chris Wiid 


