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MAY 2017 

                 
Editor: Douglas You 

 

IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR  IMAGES READY FOR OUR YEAR 

END MEMBERS’ BODY OF WORK PRINT EXHIBITION 

 
The highlight of our CCC year will be our annual Body of Work Exhibition and 
Year-end Party on 24 November at 6pm at the Red Gallery, Steenberg Village.  
 

• Now’s the time to start choosing your six best images of the past year and preparing them for 
printing. The prints must be A3 in size and suitably mounted. There is no overall theme, but 
you may wish to set your own theme for your prints, eg: Landscapes, Wildlife, Macro, Nature, 
Black and White etc. 

 

• There will be a professional judge, who will decide on the best Body of Work portfolio and also 
on the best single image. There will be several prizes! 

 

• And then there’s the party - canapes, a full bar, decorations and hopefully live entertainment! 
The party’s theme is “The 1920’s”, so get out your 20’s costumes! There will be a prize for the 
best costume. 

 
*************************** 

 

SEPTEMBER SHOOT:  SATURDAY 16 SEPETEMBER: 

LANDSCAPES/SEASCAPES, BLAUWBERG BEACH 

MEET AT 06:15, AT MAIN CAR PARK. 

Run by Mujahid, working with small groups. 
 

*********************** 

 

SEPTEMBER CREATIVE TOPIC: WILDLIFE (INCLUDING BIRDS) 

Images due in 25 September 

                    

 
 

 

 

        Focus 
                                        Monthly newsletter 

              Creative Camera Club, Wynberg, Cape Town 

 

The Creative Camera Club is a small interactive community of seriously enthusiastic,            
committed photographers meeting monthly to share their work and have it independently    
judged to raise their image making standards. They aim to develop their interests, visions, 
imaginations and camera skills to levels of creative excellence that make their 
photographs outstanding and memorable. 
 
 Editor: Douglas Young -- dougyoung@worldonline.co.za     
     
                        

           September 2017 
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WINNING IMAGES:  4  SEPTEMBER  MEETING 
 

 
 

 
 
      Creative: Morning Glory: Chris Kinross: 28 (MERIT) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shoot: Innocence:  Paul Nuttall: 28 (MERIT) 
 
 
 

 

   
Print: Walking with Mom: Michele Nel: 28 (MERIT) 

 
 
 

        
 
          Open: Sugar Bird: Chris Kinross: 28 (MERIT) 
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CCC MEMBERS’ SCORES 4 SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 

Title Name Category     Mark Award  

Cold Silence Andre Diener Creative 27 Merit 

Cycad Dragon Anthony van Zyl Creative 23 Gold 

Morning Glory Chris Kinross Creative 28 Merit 

Sun Pin Cushion Chris Wiid Creative 19 Silver 

Solstice Sunset Flare Claude Felbert Creative 27 Merit 

Last Rays Douglas Young Creative 15 
 Silhouette Flare Elizabeth Cook Creative 18 Silver 

Saltpan Sunburst Gerrit Opperman Creative 20 Bronze 

Sunrise Over The Sahara Jane Bursey Creative 16 
 Sunrays Lennon Fletcher Creative 20 Bronze 

Before The Storm Lesley Morse Creative 22 Gold 

Forest Flares Marge Vermaak Creative 15 Bronze 

Golden Boy Melissa Winkler Creative 23 Gold 

Sun Kissed Michele Nel Creative 19 Silver 

Reflective Sunburst Paul Nuttall Creative 18 Bronze 

Dassen Island Suzanne Hayano Creative 16 Bronze 

Rescue Theo Potgieter Creative 22 Gold 

Model In A Chair Anthony Aldum Open 18 Silver 

A River Runs Through It Andre Diener Open 26 Gold 

Show Pigeon Anthony van Zyl Open 20 Bronze 

Sugar Bird Chris Kinross Open 28 Merit 

Drop Chris Wiid Open 26 Gold 

Firey Predawn Claude Felbert Open 24 Gold 

Elephant Eye Douglas Young Open 17 
 Sunset Swirls Elizabeth Cook Open 17 Bronze 

Victoria Falls Gerrit Opperman Open 22 Silver 

The Elephants Trunk Jane Bursey Open 27 Merit 

Waiting For Breakfast Kenneth Dunbar-Curran Open 20 Silver 

Ray Of Light Lennon Fletcher Open 24 Gold 

Canals Of Venice Lesley Morse Open 18 Bronze 

Safe Harbour Marge Vermaak Open 17 Bronze 

Fallen Pear Melissa Winkler Open 27 Merit 

Take Off Michele Nel Open 27 Merit 

Perpetual History Paul Nuttall Open 20 Bronze 

Bussybee Robert McCracken Open 18 Silver 

Jamie Steps Sandra Cattich Open 17 Bronze 

Swishy Suzanne Hayano Open 28 Merit 

Angolan Death Acre Theo Potgieter Open 22 Gold 

Boabab Avenue Anthony van Zyl Prints 26 Gold 

Greetings Douglas Young Prints 24 Gold 

Baobab Tree Gerrit Opperman Prints 27 Merit 

Elephant Silhouette Jane Bursey Prints 27 Merit 
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Walking With Mom Michele Nel Prints 28 Merit 

Soft Rembrandt Nude Paul Nuttall Prints 28 Merit 

King Protea Robert McCracken Prints 26 Gold 

The Smile Anthony Aldum shoot 20 Silver 

The Look Anthony van Zyl shoot 28 Merit 

Oniel Chris Wiid shoot 17 Bronze 

Frontal Stare Douglas Young shoot 17 
 Pride And Prejudice Elizabeth Cook shoot 22 Gold 

I Wonder Jane Bursey shoot 26 Gold 

Pensive Kenneth Dunbar-Curran shoot 20 Silver 

Beauty In Bamboo Marge Vermaak shoot 17 Bronze 

Innocence Paul Nuttall shoot 28 Merit 

Serene Sandra Cattich shoot 20 Silver 

Relaxed Style Shaun Fautley shoot 18 Bronze 

I Am Power Suzanne Hayano shoot 22 Gold 
 

 

 

 

  Congratulations to Elizabeth Cook, Andre Diener and Theo Potgieter on their 

  promotion from one to two star ratings, as you will see on the next page! 
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CCC Members’ Positions: January to September 2017 

      

  Star Rating 
Entry 
Count 

Total  
Marks 

Average 
Mark 

Total  
Points 

Jane Bursey 3 Star 27 580 21 68 

Paul Nuttall 3 Star 25 560 22 59 

Chris Kinross 3 Star 20 451 23 52 

Anthony van Zyl 3 Star 22 478 22 45 

Michele Nel 2 Star 16 363 23 43 

Gerrit Opperman 3 Star 23 451 20 42 

Douglas Young 3 Star 27 537 20 38 

Jenny Morkel 3 Star 13 286 22 33 

Michele Hendry 2 Star 12 268 22 32 

Andre Diener 2 Star 10 223 22 28 

Theo Potgieter 2 Star 11 230 21 28 

Lesley Morse 2 Star 12 249 21 27 

Elizabeth Cook 2 Star 15 283 19 27 

Claude Felbert 2 Star 9 185 21 21 

Lennon Fletcher 3 Star 9 185 21 19 

Suzanne Hayano 1 Star 6 129 22 16 

Sandra Cattich 1 Star 8 146 18 13 

Elaine Cleghorn 2 Star 4 84 21 9 

Shaun Fautley 2 Star 5 100 20 9 

Wendy Taylor 2 Star 5 98 20 9 

Melissa Winkler 1 Star 2 50 25 8 

Irvine Eidelman 1 Star 2 50 25 8 

Chris Wiid 1 Star 4 82 20 8 

Marge Vermaak 1 Star 6 102 17 8 

Crighton Klassen 2 Star 4 76 19 7 

Roger Trythall 2 Star 4 73 18 7 

Alfonso Hartzenberg 1 Star 3 57 19 6 

Robert McCracken 1 Star 2 44 22 5 

Shirley van der Hoek 2 Star 2 44 22 5 

Andrew Mcfarlane 1 Star 2 41 20 5 

Carol van Blerck 2 Star 4 64 16 5 

Kenneth Dunbar-Curran 1 Star 2 40 20 4 

Anthony Aldum 1 Star 2 38 19 4 

Mujahid Ur Rehman 2 Star 1 23 23 3 

Marianna Meyer 2 Star 3 50 17 3 

Marian Boardman 2 Star 3 47 16 3 

Jane Forsdyke 3 Star 1 20 20 2 
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Mujahid Ur Rehman 

 
This is the text of Mujahid’s talk at our 4 September CCC meeting, at which he 

shared his passion for landscape photography. 
 

As a landscape photographer, my primary aim has always been to take awe inspiring images. When I 
started my journey, all I had with me was love and passion for outdoors. I remember going out to 
beautiful parts of Pakistan with my father. Travelling with him instilled love for nature in me. He never 
owned a camera, but he helped me consolidate a foundation for admiring a scene through my heart, 
and saving it there for lifetime. My father and I, in fact, the whole family, are very fond of Allama 
Iqbal’s philosophy on life. I remember reading a poem where Iqbal records a dialog between an eagle 
and his son. The eagle gives advice to his offspring who is keen to jump out of the nest for the very 
first time. 

 
Maybe the blood of the pigeon you destroy, 

My son, is not what makes your swooping joy! 
 
For quite some time after purchasing my first DSLR, I forgot this lesson. My shoots were targeted at 
acquiring an image. Without the basic understanding of the camera, settings, equipment, techniques 
and homework, I spent countless hours in frustration. The learning process wasn’t fun for me until one 
day I realised that wisdom and joy lie in how you approach your images. Keeping the analogy of the 
wise eagle in mind, the pleasure is in how you pounce on the prey, the contentment is not in the 
blood. From that point onward, I followed guidelines that helped me take my photography experience 
to the next level. I must admit, this article is not complete and will never be. Landscape photography 
is a lifelong journey, and a new chapter is added with every outdoor adventure. I would also like to 
add a disclaimer for my readers which is that these recommendations do not guarantee photos, but 
an experience that will help “making” images with a meaning. 
 

UNDERSTAND YOUR CAMERA ONE STEP AT A TIME 
 
Whether you have a small low budget camera, or a high end DSLR, the basic principles are the same. 
As a beginner or an intermediate level photographer, spend time in understanding what aperture, 
shutter and ISO are. Explore various functions of your camera body and see how you can take 
advantage of them when shooting. Go out as often as you can and practice the camera settings, there 
is no alternative to it. 
 

THE IMAGE IS NOT IMPORTANT, THE SCENE IS 
 
Yes, I go to my journeys in hunt of images, it’s true, but sometimes I get an image and sometimes I 
don’t. I am really proud of this image. I have been to Arniston six or seven times now for this particular 

location, and only got this image during my last attempt. 

Landscape Photography – The Journey 
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The Cauldron, Arniston. 
 
The sun had already risen and tide was just perfect. I was in no rush to take a photo of this 
famous spot known as The Cauldron among the Cape Town photographers. I was observing two 
fishermen from the village. Maybe they noticed the sunrise, but for them, food was priority. I 
didn’t want to be in the way, so I kept looking at this melting pot where the bait was being thrown. 
The cauldron was food for them and an image for me. My desire had always been to go down at 
the level of The Cauldron and take a photo, restricted by the tide, I just stood above it that day. 
After some time, things just started separating out for me. If you are a fan of The Lord of The 
Rings movies, you will know what I am talking about, these mysterious but beautiful sharp rocks 
appeared to have come from Mordor, the white silky smooth water from Rivendell, and the 
burning cloud from Mount Doom. I didn’t want to miss any of them in my image. I used the rocks 
as my frame, the moving water and the pot as point of interest in the centre, and the orange 
clouds to lead my viewer’s eyes to the background. Again, I want to emphasise that I had 
practiced enough times to know what camera settings and techniques I was going to use. 
 

OBSERVE AND ADMIRE 

 
To recognise that the scene is important, and not the image, you need to observe everything with 
a keen eye. Admire patterns on the ground, rock formations, waves, shapes and sizes of trees 
and eventually start seeing them as a frame. Ask yourself how the elements around you, that you 
admire, will look through the eye of your camera. While scouting, I realised that there is a rock 
formation under water that will look beautiful with a cascading waterfall effect if the tide is a little 
low. I had visited this spot many times, but noticed this formation for the first time. 
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Observe and Admire 
 
The next morning, I was there to grab the opportunity while the tide was receding. I was lucky 
enough to get the rising sun through a small hole in the clouds. Using the right camera setting 
and filters, I was delighted to get the image I had visualized the night before. 
 

 

Sunrise in Arniston (Seascape) 

 
APPRECIATE 

 
Appreciation goes hand in hand with observation and admiration of a scene. Somewhere 
between Sutherland and Tankwa Karoo National Park in Northern Cape, I saw this lonely tree 
which made me wonder about its history. I asked myself about the storms and rains this tree 
might have faced. I imagined this tree under the night stars and the Milky Way. Its roots were 
very old and exposed, and I couldn’t help thinking how many years this tree must have seen. I 
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stood under it in an awe for quite some time with curiosity. Despite the harsh sunlight, I took a 
photo in appreciation to remember this tree in my own special way. After I uploaded this image, a 
farmer and his wife told me that this was planted more than 50 years ago when the farmer was in 
his early teens, and his kids call it ‘Pappa se Boom’ (father’s tree in Afrikaans). Everything in the 
wild has history, there is nothing stopping you from going into an imaginary world of its past. If 
you do that, the elements in your scene will become more meaningful. 
 
 

 

Under ‘Pappa se Boom’ 

 
INVEST IN THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT AND PLAN YOUR SHOOTS 
 
Depending on your budget, invest in the right equipment to facilitate your shoots and get the right 
image “on location”. Know what tripod, filters, bags, cleaning equipment and software apps you 
should have to plan a shoot. This point is low in my priority as you can only know what you need 
after you have practiced your camera settings a good number of time. You will start realising your 
limitations with your gadgets and buying new equipment will be justified. 

 
LEARN HOW TO POST PROCESS AND SHARE 
 
Learn how to post process your images. There is no comparison between how your eyes see a 
scene and how the camera records it. Post processing helps enhancing colours, removing dust 
spots, bringing in contrast, adjusting shadows, highlights and tilted horizons etc. (there is more to 
post processing than this). Post processing is often ignored and not done properly, for that, I 
suggest that you keep sharing your images with friends, on social media, and in competitions so 
that you can get feedback. Share to learn and inspire, and see other people’s work to be 
inspired. 
I hope you enjoyed this article and learnt from it. I would love to get your feedback.  You 
can contact me anytime with suggestions and queries. 
 

Mujahid has a special offer for CCC members wishing to enlist for his online 
landscape photography master class. He has 50 reduced cost coupons at R100 
each for CCC members. The online link is:     
 
https://www.udemy.com/landscape-photography-master-class/?couponCode=R-100-

http://www.mujahidurrehman.com/contact-mujahids-photography/
https://www.udemy.com/landscape-photography-master
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Claude Felbert 
 
It does depend on what type of shoot you are 
going on - however, I tend to keep helpful 
paraphernalia in my bag most of the time. 
 

Here is my list: 

I divide this up into three parts: What should 
always be in your bag, What I need for shoots 
that involve models, and thirdly, some high 
tech options, if you like cutting edge tools. 

Always in your bag: 

1. Rocket Blower, Lens Brush and Lens   
Cloth. 
2. Lens Wipes. 
Zeiss and Bausch + Lomb make them and one 
or other are usually available from 
Optometrists. 
                                   

 
 
3. Extra Camera Batteries – fully charged.  
4. Extra Batteries for your external Flash –    
fully charged. 
5. A wired or wireless shutter release. 
6. Extra Lens Caps - 
Don’t damage your expensive lens because 
you misplace a lens cap and have to transport 
your lens without one. 
7. A small torch with fully charged batteries. 
Preferably a headlamp that has the option of 
red light for night use as this does not affect 
your eyesight in the same way as white light 
does in the dark.   
 

 
8. A Multitool like a Leatherman or a 
Victorianox equivalent. 
                                  

 
 
9.   A tool to adjust your tripod – Manfrotto 
requires an Allen key. 
 
10. A spare quick release plate for your tripod 
 
Sometimes you need to attach a camera or 
lens to your tripod and you don’t have a quick 
release plate attached to it. 
 
11. At least two black garbage bags 

Good for putting on wet ground or             
using as a make-shift raincoat. 
 

12. A large Ziplock Bag that can be placed 
over your camera in case of heavy rain 
With a hole in one corner that your lens can 
just fit through and an elastic band holding it in 
place on the lens. You then have a make-shift 
raincoat for your camera and it can still be 
used. It does work better with lenses that focus 
internally. 
 
13. Elastic Bands / Hair Bands - 
These have many uses for holding things out 
of the way of your image frame – like leaves on 
a plant where you wish to photograph a flower 
or hair away from the front of your subject. 

What gadgets should you keep in your camera bag? 
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14. Clips, Clamps and Safety Pins: 
Like elastic bands, these can be used to tidy all 
sorts of things in your image from the subjects 
clothing to backdrops and to hold reflectors 
and diffusers in place. 
 
15. A small five in one reflector / diffuser  
 
16. Tape – Duct tape, white and black 
Insulation tape- 
Duct tape is useful for holding things in place 
and insulation tape has many uses and can be 
more   easily removed than Duct tape. Your 
lens wipes will also remove the stickiness that 
may be left behind. Peanut butter is also 
effective for this but who wants to put this on a 
camera? 
 
17. Cheap Deodorant 
If you are photographing a reflective object like 
a bottle that is showing unwanted reflections 
spray    it with the deo and the reflection almost 
eliminated.  For some reason, expensive deo is 
not as effective. 
 
18. A small spray bottle for water 
For spraying on plants and flowers that you 
wish to photograph. Don’t carry filled with water 
in it in your camera bag. 

Items for people shoots: 

• A clean Hairbrush or at least a comb; 

• Hairspray; 

• A Lint remover. 

                                         

 
 

• A small plastic or steel mirror 

     Shine control powder 

• For a formal shoot have a list of images 

you intend to take and a rough schedule 

of when each phase will be shot. 

Regarding make-up: All items mentioned here 
are self explanatory, but with shine control 
powder you have to have more than one to 
cover different skin tones. These can be 
bought at Masque make-up, 135 Plein Street 
or Mac Cosmetics in the V & A Waterfront. 
There are other places as well but Google 
Theatrical Cosmetics if you want more options. 
Masque also hires out costumes and 
accessories as do many of the other outlets.  

Hi-Tech. Options: 

• An external battery pack to fit your 

camera 

• A solar Battery Charger 

• An external Light meter that is also a 

Flash meter 

• A laser distance measure 

• An Intervalometer for time lapse images.

 
                                           

• A self levelling Tripod 

• A macro slide for focus stacking 

•  A Panorama head for your tripod to be 

better able stitch images accurately 

together 

•  A Cell phone that your camera can 

download to with built-in or external 

options. The phone should have a GPS 

if your camera does not. 

•  A device to back-up the images you 

have taken. 

• If you do not know where to get these items 

or want to learn more about them – Google 

them. 
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Judges’ Formal Scoring of Pictures and Members’ Star and Medal Ratings 

 
Anthony van Zyl 

 

Newer members have queried how our point scoring system works. This explanation originally appeared in the 2016 July Focus. 
Hopefully this will give clarity to those not sure how we arrive at their scores after judging. The CCC Committee is currently reviewing 
the present system, but in the short term this is what applies. Editor. 

 
With the use of new software purchased by the club, it was decided to use a rating system where members could advance their skills 
over time in the club.  This gives the opportunity when you are a beginner still to be awarded with medals even though your image may 
not be scored as high as one of the more advanced users.  The rating of members also provides additional incentives to do better and 
advance up the rating scale.  Currently users are divided into four categories, Beginner (1 Star), Intermediate (2 Star), Advanced (3 
Star) and Expert (4 Star).  Our software makes use of Stars to rate members, so I have included the equivalents so you can make the 
comparison. 
 
Images are scored by the judge out of 30 points.  Depending on the member rating, the medal is awarded according to the scales 
indicted in the software setup in the following table. 
 

      Score ranges per star rating in terms of points awarded by judges: 
 

 1 Star 2 Star 3 Star 4 Star 5 Star Master 

<None> 000-013 000-014 000-017 000-018 000-020 000-020 

Bronze 014-017 015-018 018-020 019-021 021-022 021-022 

Silver 018-020 019-021 021-022 022-023 023-024 023-024 

Gold 021-026 022-026 023-026 024-026 025-026 025-026 

Merit 027-037 027-030 027-030 027-030 027-030 027-030 

 
Gold medals are awarded for all images scoring 21 points or more for Beginners (1 Star), while those members who are Expert (4 Star) 
will only get a Gold medal if their images scored 24 points or more.  You can see from the table how medals are allocated across the 
four ratings of Beginner (1 Star) to Expert (4 Star).  In our software, we currently ignore the 5 Star and Master ratings,  but we might 
make use of these additional  ratings in the future. To move between ratings, members need to generate points based on the medals 
they win.  The allocation of points is determined in the following table: 
 

                            Points Allocated to Awards:  
  

Awards/Position Points 

Bronze 1 

Silver 2 

Gold 3 

Merit 5 

 
For each medal a member receives, points will be allocated and each month the total for each member is reviewed to see if she/he can 
advance into the next rating category.  The ratings are determined on the points  users accumulate over time in the following way. 

 
Everyone who joins the club starts at Beginner level – 
 
Then, when a member achieves 24 points and a minimum of 6 medals, she/he advance to Intermediate (2 Star) level.  
If a member achieves 72 points and a minimum of 18 Gold medals, she/he advances to Advanced (3 Star) level 
If a member achieves 268 points and a minimum of 42 Gold medals, she/he  advance to Expert (4 Star) level 
When our first club member achieves 388 points and minimum of 98 Gold medals, we will then review if we need to expand our number 
of levels for our club.
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Notice Board 

 
• Western Cape Interclub Photographic Competition 

 
The Western Cape Interclub Competition is coming!  
 
It’s on 3 November 2017 at 18:30 for 19:15 at the SANLAM Centre, Belville. Digital 
and Print images from 12 Western Cape Photo Clubs will be on display, and will be 
judged by a panel of top judges. 
 
A CCC selection panel will be selecting 12 digital and 12 print images from our 
past year’s images scoring 24 and above. Members whose images are selected 
will be notified soon about any further work needed on their images. 
 
More information will follow from Jane Bursey regarding tickets etc. 

 

• Penda Trust project to assist underprivileged high school learners learn 
photographic skills 
 
This Cape Town based NGO seeks to promote visual literacy and create a platform 
for high school learners to report about social issues affecting their communities by 
teaching photographic skills to underprivileged high school students. 
They have requested donations of old/unwanted cameras, laptops and hard drives 
for workshops for these learners. 
 
If you can help, go to their website for further information: 
www.pendatrust.org  
 
 

• Trudi du Toit of the Cape Town Photographic Society kindly sent us a link to Cape 
Camera, their quarterly magazine. It’s a very big file, hence the link rather than the 
magazine itself. It’s a superb publication, inspiring to all of us. Here’s the link if you 
want to browse it: 
 
http://www.ctps.co.za/?page_id=361  

 

http://www.pendatrust.org/
http://www.ctps.co.za/?page

